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The horticultural industry is seeing increasing 
pressure to reduce Nitrogen inputs. Increasing 
consumer awareness and knowledge of what 
we’re eating and the environmental impact of 
how it has been produced, means growers are 
more and more mindful of what is being applied 
and the impact it has.

The question is, how can Nitrogen inputs be 
reduced without necessarily having a  large drop 
in production?

Microbial life in your soil can fix a significant 
amount of Nitrogen. Looking after your microbial 
populations in the soil will enable your plants 
to fix more Nitrogen. By looking after the soil 
microbiology you can not only save money 
on Nitrogen as it is being captured from the 
atmosphere for you, but you will also meet 
increasing regulatory requirements to apply less 
Nitrogen fertilisers.

Traditional NPKS fertilisers are often delivered in 
an acidic form or a form that delivers a pH spike 
in the soil, unsettling soil pH stability and hence 
the soil microbiological environment.

AgriSea Foliar Nutrition increases 
photosynthesis in plants and therefore, root 
exudates from the plants, are increased. These 

How AgriSea can help you on your journey to reducing Nitrogen inputs.

root exudates are carbohydrates and feed the 
soil microbiology, feeding into the fungal energy 
network.

AgriSea Soil Nutrition feeds the soil 
microbiology directly.  AgriSea Soil Nutrition 
feeds the microbial life in the soil giving it the 
range of nutrients required for your microbial life 
to thrive.

If you have been using a lot of Nitrogen fertiliser 
for a long time the plant’s ecosystem will be 
used to this and unable to obtain Nitrogen 
from the atmosphere. Instead of using the soil 
microbiology to fix the Nitrogen it has been 
taking it up directly from the applied, water 
soluble, nitrogen. This has meant the plants 
have not been keeping the nitrogen fixing soil 
biology alive and it will take a while to get the 
biology working again.

Due to this it is recommended that you make 
gradual reductions in your Nitrogen applications 
as it can take several years for the Nitrogen 
fixing bacteria to really start working well again.
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For the
BEEKEEPERS

Demand for bees to pollinate kiwifruit has not 
come without adverse effects on their health. 
Kiwifruit is of low nutritional value to bees and so 
hives placed in orchards are not getting sufficient 
dietary requirements for brood production and 
bee longevity. Consequently, beekeepers and 
researchers have observed hives in kiwifruit 
orchards have reduced adult bee numbers and 
brood productivity.

Because bees are not only used for the kiwifruit 
services they provide, these challenges also 
impact other sectors which rely on bees to 
pollinate crops or produce honey. AgriSea 
Bee Nutrition is a scientifically formulated and 
industry trialled nutritional supplement which 
has been designed to support healthy hives all 
year round.

Our product was formulated using the 
advice from industry experts, feedback from 
beekeepers, expertise from scientists, and our 
own product development trials. The end result 

is a combination of proteins, carbohydrates, 
fats, vitamins, minerals, and trace elements 
which are essential for bees. Additionally, the 
naturally chelated and bioavailable form of these 
ingredients in seaweed enhance absorption to 
the bee.

With the use of AgriSea Bee nutrition beekeepers 
are finding they do not need to rest their bees

after they come out of a kiwifruit orchard for as  
long and sometimes they do not need to be 

Bees play a vital role in producing high quality kiwifruit for New Zealand’s 
leading horticulture sector. The bees need to visit every kiwifruit flower 
repeatedly to ensure it is fully pollinated, this influences the number of seeds 
a kiwifruit contains. This, in turn, influences the overall weight and Dry Matter 
of the kiwifruit and drives profitability for the industry.

rested at all. Please see our Bee  
Brochure and newsletter for 
further information on this 
product.
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See back page for Spring Special or go to www.agrisea.co.nz for more info

FoliarNUTRITION
AgriSea Foliar Nutrition is a foliar feed which has 
been designed to provide nutrients into plants 
via the leaves stomatal and epidermal openings. 
AgriSea Foliar feeding enables a quick plant 
response through a balanced package of 
nutrients and natural plant hormones. This 
is particularly important when environmental 
conditions are limiting nutrient uptake through 
the roots (i.e. temperature, moisture, disease, 
nutrient imbalance) or when plants are 
experiencing symptoms of nutrient deficiency. 
In addition, AgriSea Foliar Nutrition increases 

AgriSea PRODUCTS

OceanNUTRITION
AgriSea Ocean Nutrition is a fish hydrolysate. 
Ocean Nutrition contains important nutrients in 
the form of Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium 
along with trace elements that are important for 
your soil and plant ecosystems. 

When combined with AgriSea’s biostimulant 
range of soil and foliar products, that contain a 
vast array of vitamins, minerals, amino acids and 
trace elements, AgriSea’s Ocean Nutrition will 

SoilNUTRITION
AgriSea Soil Nutrition is a liquid biostimulant 
which has been designed to stimulate root 
development and to enhance soil health 
and provide plants with access to essential 
nutrients. Healthy soil forms the basis of life 
as it contains many organisms which interact 
together to influence various soil properties 
(structure, fertility, porosity and colour). AgriSea 

SOIL PLUS +

AgriSea Soil Plus is a solid combination of Soil 
Nutrition and Zeolite, this makes our AgriSea 
soil nutrition available in a solid form for ease 
of spreading. Zeolite is a naturally occurring 
aluminium silicate which is structured in such 
a way that gives it adsorption properties. This 
enables the zeolite to adsorb the liquid Soil 
Nutrition and release its nutrients back into 
the root zone.  With repeated applications of  
zeolite the Cation Exchange Capacity 

p h o t o s y n t h e s i s 
which increases 
plant root exudates 
that feed the soil 
biology and can
further enhance 
uptake of 
available 
nutrients.
• 

will stimulate the 
biology to enhance 
these soil properties 
and, in turn, increase 
nutrient availability 
for plants. 

Healthy soils 
make healthy 
plants!

of the soil will 
increase.

help to provide a long 
lasting, sustainable 
nutrition source for 
your orchards and 
vineyards. 

N, P and K are 
in their natural 
form.

Available in 20L, 100L, 200L, 1000LAvailable in 20L, 100L, 200L, 1000L
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Where does AgriSea seaweed come from? 
Now and in the Future...

AgriSea is a Māori owned, family 
business based in Paeroa New 
Zealand.

Ecklonia radiata seaweed is collected by a team of 
contracted harvesters along the rural coastlines 
of New Zealand.  A percentage of the Seaweed 
is always left on the beach to ensure the beach 
eco systems are not negatively impacted. The 
Seaweed is air dried and sent to the AgriSea 
business park in Paeroa.

We pride ourselves on the fact that every batch 
of Seaweed extract can be traced back to the 
Seaweed collector and the beach it was collected 
on.

Working in partnership we are getting closer to 
having our beautiful Seaweed being farmed in the 
sea in polyculture style - it could mean big things 
for carbon sequestration and supply chains for a 
range of high-value products. AgriSea are at the 
forefront - our vision is a high value regenerative 
seaweed sector for New Zealand .
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Give your orchard the N, P and K 
boost it needs.  Naturally.

N, P and K are essential nutrients used by growers 
to improve growth.  High analysis sources of N, P 
and K, whilst boosting growth, are prone to losing 
much of the nutrition applied into the environment 
through runoff, leaching and volatilisation, along 
with inhibiting some natural processes.

Benefits of AgriSea Ocean Nutrition

• Assists plant nutrient uptake, including 
increasing root length & mass

• Stimulates plant growth
• Increased crop yield and quality



BIOREMEDIATION

AgriSea in conjunction with the University of Waikato, Ministry for Primary Industries and local council 
are working on an exciting bioremediation project in the Firth of Thames.

The project is working on harvesting Nitrogen and Phosphorus that has leached or runoff into 
waterways from surrounding land enterprises, utilising the resulting algal biomass. Ponds are set up 
on land to grow algae. Water from the river is diverted into these algal ponds. The algae absorb these 
excess nutrients, and the cleaned water is then released back into the river to head towards the sea.

The hope is that not only will the waterways be purified but also that the resulting algal biomass can 
be used in AgriSea’s own processes in the future.  At this stage the project is in its infancy, and we 
are learning about optimising system set up, what parameters are important and how to maximise 
efficiency.

HEALTH TONIC FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

AgriSea has a food grade lab in its business park in Paeroa where Tina is trialling fermentation of 
seaweeds for human consumption. This has been initiated as we know that some people are using 
the AgriSea Animal Nutrition for their own supplement and antioxidant requirements.  AgriSea wants 
to be able to provide a human food grade version of this tonic.

The trail uses pasteurised seaweed and pasteurised water and inoculants are added back into the 
mix. The inoculants that are being trialled are Kombuchi SCOBI, kefir culture, a yoghurt like culture 
and also the AgriSea animal health tonic (one that has been tested to ensure it is human food grade).

This process will ensure that food safety guidelines are adhered to for human consumption, something 
that cannot always be guaranteed with wild ferments.

HYDROGEL

AgriSea and Scion are working together on creating a high value product out of our seaweed 
biostimulant ‘waste stream’. Although in reality it is not a waste stream as the biomass is currently 
turned into stock food. AgriSea is investigating other uses for this product to increase the value of 
seaweed for remote coastal communities.

Preliminary work has shown that the seaweed biomass can be turned into a hydrogel that can be 
used in cosmetics and surgical dressings.  AgriSea now has Janet doing her masters research at 
University of Auckland on investigating the commercial use of this new product.

www.agrisea.co.nz

http://www.agrisea.co.nz
http://www.agrisea.co.nz


Follow us on social media

*Special ends 30 Sep 2021, Terms & conditions apply. Freight addtional.

Visual Soil Assessments
Physical and biological soil properties can be 
identified through visual characteristics. These visual 
indicators are closely related to your soil quality.

There are several soil indicators and each one is 
given a visual score from 0 (poor), 1 (moderate) and 2 
(good). These scores are then weighted depending on 
how important the indicator is. The score is given by 
comparing the soil on the property to the photographs 
in the field guides. There are a variety of field guides 
available including orchards, vineyards, dairy, hill 
country, arable and olives. The correct score card/
field guide will be chosen for your soil comparisons.

 
A VSA allows you to assess the quality of your soil. The 
next step is to solve any issues that may be identified.

Soil Testing
Chemical soil properties can be identified through 
soil tests. AgriSea consultants can carry out these soil 
test for you and send them to the Laboratory on your 
behalf. When the soil tests have been returned, we 
can assist you with your nutrient programme. 

Talk to your Area Field Consultant for assistance.

Did you know that AgriSea Field Consultants offer complimentary VSA’s (Visual Soil Assessment) 
and Soil testing services to clients?
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